on which lies the responsibility for maintaining peace and good
order, should allow subversive and revolutionary movements
described by you yourself as open rebellion, to take place un-
challenged; that they should allow preparations for violence,
for the interruptions of communications, for attacks on innocent
persons, for the murder of police officers and others to proceed
unchecked. My Government and I are open indeed to the charge
that we should have taken drastic action at an earlier stage
against you and against the Congress leaders. But my anxietj^
and that of my Government has throughout been to give yo^
and to give the Congress organization, every possible oppor-
tunity to withdraw from the position which you have decided
to take up. Your statements of last June and July, the original
resolution of the Working Committee of the 14th July, and your
declaration on the same day that there was no room left for
negotiation, and that after all it was an open rebellion are all
of them grave and significant, even without your final exhorta-
tion to "do or die". But with a patience that was perhaps mis-
placed, it was decided to wait until the resolution of the All India
Congress Committee made it clear that there could be no further.
toleration of the Congress attitude if Government was to dis->
charge its responsibility to the people of India.

Let me in conclusion say how greatly I regret, having regard
to your health and age, the decision that you tell me that you
now have in your mind to take. I hope and pray that wiser
counsels may yet prevail with you. But the decision whether
or not to undertake a fast with its attendant risks is clearly
one that must be taken by you alone and the responsibility for
which and for its consequences must rest on you alone. I trust
sincerely that in the light of what I have said you may think,
better of your resolution and I would welcome a decision <$1
your part to think better of it, hot only because of my own
natural reluctance to see you wilfully risk your life, but because
I regard the use of a fast for political purposes as a form of
political blackmail (Mmsa) for which there can be no moral
justification, and understood from your own previous writings
that this was also your view.

Yours sincerely
M. K. Gandhi, Esq.                                            Linlithgow
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